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WORLD  KOG-  AND  FORK  PROSPECTS 


QUARTERLY  SUMMARY 

Hog  prices  in  the  United  States  and  Earope  continued  during  most  of 
October  near  the  low  levels  of  late  September,  hut  during  the  last  week  in 
October  and  the  first  week  in  November,  prices  in  the  United  States  declined 
sharply. 

The  smaller  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  the  United  States  during  the 
marketing  year  1930-31  contrasted  with  the  increased  slaughterings  in  Europe. 
Total  exports  of  all  hog  products  from  the  United  States  were  the  smallest 
for  more  than  30  years.   The  decrease  from  last  year  amounted  to  44  per  cent 
in  the  exports  of  pork  and  26  per  cent  in  those  of  lard.   The  reduction  of 
bacon  exports  was  more  marked  than  in  the  case  of  any  other  cured  pork  product. 
The  decrease  in  the  export  movement  was  slightly  larger  than  the  reduction  in 
slaughter  supplies. 

Hog  numbers  in  all  the  important  producing  countries  are  larger  than  a 
year  earlier.   In  both  Germany  and  Denmark  new  high  records  have  been  reached. 
In  Germany,  however,  a  10  per  cent  reduction  in  brood  sows  was  reported  in 
September.  Great  Britain,  Irish  Free  State,  and  the  Netherlands  also  report- 
ed increased  hog  numbers.   Based  on  the  June  Pig  Survey  indications  and  on 
hog  slaughter  during  recent  months,  numbers  in  the  United  States  are  now 
larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Exports  of  pork  from  Continental  Europe  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased 
to  record  high  levels  during  the  past  year.   Increased  hog  production  in 
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Germany  along  with  increased  German  lard  imports  from  Denmark  and  the  Nether- 
lands and  reduced  consigner  purchasing  power  have  greatly  reduced  United  States 
lard  exports  to  Germany.  However,  there  has  "been  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  exports  of  lard  from  the  United  States  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Fairly  favorable  hog-feed  price  relationships  have  prevailed  during 
most  of  the  ]iast  year  in  the  United  States,  G-ermany,  and  Denmark.  Declines  in 
hog  prices  have  been  more  than  offset  by  the  sharp  reduction  in  feed  prices. 
In  the  United  States  the  very  low  prices  of  corn  during  August  and  September 
resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  the  hog-corn  ratio.  However,  advances  in 
corn  prices  during  recent  weeks  have  reduced  the  ratio  considerably. 

In  the  United  States,  slaughter  supplies  increased  seasonally  during 
September  and  October  and  were  also  larger  than  in  the  same  months  of  1930.  In 
the  last  few  months  the  seasonal  reduction  in  the  price  spread  between  light 
weight  and  heavy  weight  hogs  has  been  greater  than  usual.  During  October 
prices  of  all  cuts  of  both  fresh  end  cured  pork  showed  further  declines. 
Lard  prices  also  declined  during  the  month. 

Hog  iTumbers 

Hog  numbers  in  the  important  European  hog  producing  countries  continued 
to  increase  in  1931,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  Assistant.  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Christy  at  Berlin,  In  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  the  number  of 
brood  sows  showed  marked  decreases  from  1930,  but  increases  in  this  clo,ss  of 
hogs  were  reported  in  Denmark,  Great  Britain,  and  the  Irish  Free  State. 

Latest  estimates  show  an  increase  of  9  per  cent  in  bog  numbers  in  1931  in 
nine  a/  European  hog  producing  or  consuming  countries  compared  with  1930.  Tiie^ 
increase  in  the  same  countries  last  year  was  14  per  cent  above  1929.  lumbers  in 
these  countries,  where  supplies  have  been  increasing  during  the  last  3  or  4  year? 


a/  Denmark,  Germany,  Irish  Free  State,  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  Belgium, 
Switzerland,  Hungary  and  Rumania. 
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are  now  25  per  cent  greater,  than  in  1929.  No  figures  are  included  for  the 
Netherlands  in  these  totals.   However,  individual  classes  in  that  country, 
with  the  exception  of  sows  in  farrow  and  hogs  over  220  pounds,  increased  as 
much  as  18  to  33  per  cent  in  June  1931  over  the  preceding  year,  so  it  is 
probable  that  total  numbers  in  June  1931  exceeded  the  number  on  the  same  date 
of  1930  to  an  appreciable  extent. 

The  number  of  brood  sows  at  the  latest  date  available  for  1931  in  six 
European  countries  was  3,545,000,  an  increase  of  3  per  cent  above  1930.  The 
increase  between  1929  and  1930  reached  21  per  cent  and  in  1929  the  number  was 
6  per  cent  above  the  average  for  1927-28.   Although  estimates  arc  not  avail- 
able for  the  Netherlands  the  percentage  changes  for  each  quarter  of  1931 
showed  decreases  compared  with  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1930. 

Hog  numbers  in  30  countries,  including  the  United  States  and  Russia 
numbered  139  million  in  1930,  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent  compared  with  the  average 
for  the  years  1927-28  when  hog  numbers  were  large.   Excluding  these  two 
countries  which  have  shown  decreases  of  8  and  46  per  cent,  respectively,  since 
that  period,  numbers  in  28  countries  show  an  increase  of  3  per  cent,  the  in- 
creases occurring  in  the  principal  hog  producing  and  consuming  countries  of 
Europe. 

Germany 

According  to   official   estimates  hog  numbers   in  Germany   reached  the   record 
figure  of  25,348,000  on  September  1,    1931.      That   this  high  number  would  be 
reached  in  September  was  predicted  several  months   ago   by  German  experts  who 
expected  the  peak:  of   the  present  production  cycle   to  be   reached  at   that   time. 
In  September,    1930,    the   increo.se  over   the  preceding  year  was   19  per  cent,    as 
compared  with   the   increase  of   8  per  cent   in  September   this  year. 

Germany's   imports   of  pork  products   from  the  United  States   amounted  to 
151  million  pounds   in  1930,    a  decrease  of   15  per  cent  compeared  with  1929. 
Germany   is    the    second  most   important   importer   of  American  lard,    raid   the    third 
most   important   importer  of  bacon  from  this   country.      Per  capita  consumption 
a/    of  United  States  pork  products   in  Germany   is   estimated  at   2.3  pounds    in 
1930   compared  with  3.1  pounds   in  1926   and  2.6  pounds  in  1928.      Total   per  capita 
of  pork  in  Germany   in  1930   is    estimated  at   71.1   pounds   compared  with  63.9 
pounds   in  1927   and  75.3  pounds    in  1928.      Production  of   inspected  pork  in 
Germany ,    amounted  to   1,059  million  pounds  for   the  first  half   of  1931,    an  in- 
crease  of  17  per   cent   over  1929. 

Netherlands 

Farmers   in   the  Netherlands  'nave  been  advised  to   reduce  farrowings    this 
fall,    states  Assistant  Agricultural  Conn.        Christy.     Estimated  percentage 
changes  for  June   showed  a  decrease  of  13  per  cent   in'  sows   in  farrow  compared 
with  the   same  date  of   1930. 


a/  No  figures   available  on  stocks  carried  over  from  preceding  year  or  of 
re-export  of  United  States   pork  products. 
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At  the  beginning  of  1931  the  number  of  sows  in 
ed  at  "between  243,000  and  254,000.   These  estimates  are  based  on  the  per- 
centage changes  of  10  to  15  per  cent  over  the  number  in  farrow  at  the 
beginning  of  1930  as  estimated  by  Dutch  livestock  extension  agents.  The 
number  of  sows  in  farrow  at  the  beginning  of  1930  is  officially  estimated 
at  221,000  according  to  the  Verslagen  en  Mededeelingen  van  de  Pirectic 
van  den  Landbouw  1930,  No.  2.   The  number  in  farrow  decreased  from  239,000 
at  the  beginning  of  1926  to  201,000  at  the  same  date  of  1929  but  showed 
increases  at  the  beginning  of  1930  and  1931.     .  . 

Denmark 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  on  July  15,  1S31  reached  5,473,000,  the  largest 
number  ever  reported  for  that  country  according  to  the  Statistiske  Efterret- 
ninger.   The  rate  of  increase,  however,  was  considerably  less  than  in  1930 
when  the  number  was  35  per  cent  over  that  of  1929 • 

Sows  in  farrow  were  reported  as  437,000  an  increase  of  12  per  cent 
over  the  same  date  of  1930  when  the  increase  over  the  preceding  year  was  26 
per  cent.  '  Pigs  under  the  classifications  of  under  2  months  and  2  to  4  months 
were  8  and  15  per  cent,  respectively  above  1930  while  fat  hogs  over  4  months 
increased  15  per  cent.   The  number  of  fat  hogs  on  July  1,  however,  was  1  per 
cent  less  than  the  number  on  hand  on  January  1.   In  spite  of  low  bacon  prices, 
hog  production  in  Denmark  has  remained  on  fairly  profitable  levels. 

Poland 

Hog  numbers  in  Poland  on  June  30,  1930,  were  estimated  at  6,047,000, 
an  increase  of  25  per  cent  over  the  1929  estimate.   Sows  of  10  months  and  over 
were  estimated  at  1,503,000.   Ho  estimate  is  available  for  this  class  in  1929. 
Hogs  under  6  months  and  from  6  to  10  months  increased  37  and  16  per  cent, 
respectively,  over  1929.   The  Government  has  recently  decided  to  assist  Polish 
hog  breeders  in  the  production  of  the  proper  type  of  bacon  hog  in  order  to 
obtain  end  hold  a  place  on  the  English  market. 

Great  Britain  and  Irish  Pr^e  State 

In  Great  Britain,  hog  numbers  were  estimated  at  2,931,000  in  June  1931, 
an  increase  of  20  per  cunt  over  the  numbers  in  June,  1930.   In  Irish  Free 
State  the  increase  was  16  per  cent  from  1,052,000  in  1930  to  1,221,000  in^ 
1931.   3rood  sows  increased  26  per  cent  in  Great  Britain  end  11  per  cent  in 
Irish  Free  State. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  United  States  pork  products  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1930  is  estimated  at  8.7  pounds  compared  with  9.3  pounds  in  1929 
and  8.4  in  1928.  Lard  constitutes  the  bulk  of  the  imports  or  approximately 
60  per  cent  of  the  total.-  Total  per  capita  consumption  of  pork  products  in 
1930-31  is  estimated  at  41.6  pounds  compared  with  37.4  pounds  in  1929-30 
and  41.9  pounds  in  1928-29. 
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Hogs:    Number  in  principal   pork  exporting  and  importing   countries, 

average  pre-war,    1921-1930 


Number  in  princip 

al  pork  exporting 
:                    :    Irish 

:    Canada   •   Frce 
•      June      '•    State 
:                   :   Juno 

countries 

:    Sweden 
June 

a/ 

Yea 

r            '   United 
.'    States 
'.Jan.    1 

•    Denmark 
:        July 

|   ilether- 
\    1 ands 
\  May-  June 

:    Total 

!  w 

:    Thou- 

:      Thou- 

:     Thou- 

:     Thou- 

:      Thou- 

:      Thou- 

:     Thou- 

:    sands 

:      soiids 

sands 

:      sands 

:      sands 

sands 

:      sends 

Average 

pre-wa 

r     c/    :    53,300 

:      2,715 

1,305 

:      3,350 

:      1,046 

:      1,023 

:    60,411 

1921    ... 

:    58,602 

!      1,430 

1,519 

•      3,905 

:          891 

:d/l,011 

:    64,828 

1922    ... 

:    59,559 

!      1,899 

:      3,916 

:          938 

:    66,312 

1923    ... 

:    69,044 

:      2,855 

:      4,405 

:      1,186 

:    77,490 

1924    ... 

:    66,361 

2,868 

-      5,069 

:           987 

:    75,285 

1925    ... 

:    55,568 

2,517 

4,426 

:          732 

:      1,100 

:    63,243 

1926    ... 

:    52,148 

1      3,122   : 

:      4,360 

:          884 

•    60,514 

1927    ... 

:    54,788 

3,731    : 

:      4,695 

:      1,178 

:'e/l,369 

:    64,392 

1928   ... 

:    60,617 

3,363    : 

4,497 

1,183 

:    69,660 

1929   ... 

:    57 ,  410 

:      3,616   : 

:      4,382 

945 

:    66,353 

1930    ... 

:    53,238 

•      4,872    . 

f/2,018 

:      4,000 

:      1,052 

63,162 

1931     g/ 

»••••■       O'^/  j  <Dt^& 

5,473    i 

:      1,221 

:                    dumber  ii 

l  principal   pork  importing  countries 

:   United 
: Kingdom 
:   June       : 

Germany] 
Dec.   h/\ 

France 

Dec.   h/ 

:Czecho-    : 
Slovakia 

Dec.   h/   ! 

,   Austria 
Dec.   h/ 

I  taly 
Mar- Apr. 

Total 

5/ 

Average 

pre-wsJ 

•     SJ    '■      2,754   : 

22,533    : 

7,529    , 

2,516   : 

1,932 

2,685  : 

32,816 

1921    

:      2,756 

14,153   : 

4,941    : 

2,201    : 

1,326   : 

i/2,509   . 

21,850 

1922    

:      2,563   : 

15,818   : 

5,166 

23,552 

1 923    

:      2,993   : 

14,678   : 

5,195-: 

J/1,473   : 

22,867 

1924 

:      3,567    , 

3gl7f308    : 

5,406    : 

26,281 

1925 

:      2,911   : 

16,895    : 

5,302 

25,608 

1926    

:      2,504  : 

16,200    : 

5,793 

2,539   : 

L/2,850   : 

24,497 

1927    

:      3,124  : 

19,424    : 

5,777    : 

28,325 

1928 

:      3,396   : 

22,899    : 

6,019 

32,314 

1929 

:      2,701   : 

20,106    : 

6,017 

23,824 

1930    

:      2,670    : 

19,944   : 

6,102 

f/3,088 

f/3,157    ! 

28,716 

1931     £/ 

:      3,167    . 

23,365   : 

: 

Compiled 

from  official   i 

sources. 

a/   Countries   arranged  in  order  of   importance  as   exporting  or   importing  countries, 
b/   Total   countries   reporting  each  year,   pre-war  1921-1930.    c/ Average  for  five 
years  immediately  preceding  war  wherever  available.   Otherwise  for  any  years   or 
year  within   this  period,   unless   otherwise   stated.    In  countries  having  changed 
boundaries  estimates  are  for  1  year  only  of  numbers  within  present  boundaries, 
d/   Census  1920.    e/    September,      f/   Census,  gj  Preliminary,   h/   Estimate  for 
countries   reporting  as  of  December  have  been   considered  as  of  January  of   the 
following  year,   i/  Estimate  for  present  boundaries  for  1918.   j_/  March. 
k/   October.      17o    estimate   available  for  December  1923.   L/  Unofficial. 


HP- 24 


-6- 


Brood  sows; 


Number  in  principal  pork  and  hog  exporting  and  importing 
countries   reporting,    pre-war  and  1925   to   1931 


Country 


Exporting 
Countries: 
United  States. . . 
Denmark,  sows  4 

months  and  over 

Canada  

Argentina  

Irish  Free  State 
Sweden,  sows  . . . 
Netherlands  .... 

Sows  in  farrow 


Poland  

Hungary  .... 
New  Zealand 
Rumania  .... 
Yugoslavia  . 
Importing 
Countries: 
England  &  Wales 

Scotland  

North  Ireland   . . 

Total    , 

Germany 

Six  months   to 

one  year   

One  year  &  over 

Total    

France 

Belgium   

Norway    

Finland,    sows 

over  six  months 
C  z  echo  s  1  o"  val:i  a 
Spain    


Month 
of 
estimate 


Jan.   1 

■July 
June 

June 
Sept. 

J  an .    1  \J\ 


July 
Jan. 

Jan.      b/ 
Jan. 


June 
June 
June 
June 


Jan.  b/ 

J  an .  b  / 

J  an .  b/ 
June 

Sept. 

Kay 


Pre- 
war 


Thou- 
sands 


!83 


108 
a/l28 

201 


332 
18 


r  I 


l/907 


1925 


Thou- 
sands 


10,088 

290 
533 

75 


214 


602 

•60 

1,042 

685 


316 
16 

11 


$43 


462 
813 


1,2 '75 


779 

124 

41 

39 

305 

h/   500 


1926 


Thou- 
sands 


10,286 

391 
569 

93 


239 


547 

64 

1,017 

692 


301 
18 
16 

355 


491 
882 


1,  373 


777 

129 

41 

40 


1927 


Thou- 
sands 


10,855 

396 
577 

124 
125 


531 

69 

1,085 

694 


393 
27 


_25 

445 


525 
1 ,125 


776 

127 

39 

43 


1928 


Thou- 
sands 


10,587 

344 
551 

115 


229 

e/   761 

579 

82 

1,066 

662 


380 
22 
22 


424 


504 
1,218 

785 
130 


43 


1929 


Thou- 
sands 


10,412 

434 
537 

96 


201 


554 

75 

975 


307 
16 

17 


:40 


556 

17(319 
790 

130 
39 


519 


1930 


Thou- 
sands 

9,924 

580 
507 
788 
111 
164 

sJ:   221 

e/l,503 

497 

62 

812 


316 
18 
20 


354 


663 

1,179 


1931 


sands 


10,044 
631 

123 


d/243   t« 
254 


790 


401 
19 


673 

1,496 


l,842f/2,169 
'771; 


157 
'  46 


446 


141 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/  Boars  and  sows. 

b/  Estimates  reported  as  of  December  have  been  considered  as  of  January  1  of 

following  year. 

c/  Total  brood  sows  according  to  census  in  May-June  numbered  242,000. 

&/  Estimate  based  on  percentage  change  in  January  1931  over  preceding  year. 

e/  Sows  ten  months  and  over,   f/  See  table  page  23  for  September 

figures  1931.  g/  Excluding  Alsace  Lorraine,  h/  "Census  1924. 
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Hogs:    Slaughter   in  specified  countries,    average  pre-war  and  1914-1930 


rUnited 

: Germany 

: Denmark 

: England 

:Scotland 

: Ireland 

:lTether- 

: States 

: inspect- 

: in   expt. 

'.&  Wales 

: sold  off 

purchas- 

:land 

Year 

: Federal 

:      ed 

: slaugh- 

: sold  off 

farms 

ed  by 

,    C  anada 

: receipt 

rinspect- 

: slaugh- 

:      ter 

:  farms  for 

for 

:  I  ri  sh 

at  21 

:      ed 

:      ter 

:    hous  e  s 

• slaugh- 
: ter     a/ 

slaugh- 
, ter     a/ 

!  "bacon 
-curers 

:  mar- 
kets- 

:      Thou- 

:      Thou  - 

:    Thou- 

:      Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou-   : 

Thou- 

:   Thou- 

:     sands 

:      sands 

:    sands 

sands 

:      sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

Average 

pre-war  b/ 

!    31,759 

:    16,406 

2,503 

3,487 

: 

1,282 

4,280 

:        875 

1914   

:    32,532 

I        c/ 

•      2,858 

. 

_ 

1          _ 

_ 

:   1,085 

1915    

:    38,381 

>       c/ 

2,594  i 

-          ; 

-       j 

- 

;          — 

:        842 

1916    

43,084 

:       c/ 

:      2,542 

;            —          j 

— 

:         - 

:         - 

:        850 

1917    

:    33,910   i 

^ 

2,479   : 

- 

:         -           ; 

-       j 

- 

:        600 

1918  • 

:    41,214 

:       c/       . 

324 

—           ; 

-            ! 

- 

: 

217 

1919    

41,812 

'      1,368 

456 

- 

:       - 

:            874: 

5,526 

:        422 

1920    

38,019 

3,024   : 

930 

2,700: 

146 

898 

4,834 

:        648 

1921    : 

38,982 

6,825   . 

1,641    : 

3,471 

173      : 

1,030 

5,297 

1,362 

1922    

43,114  : 

6,923 

2,215 

5,229: 

176 

926: 

5,382   : 

865 

1923    : 

53,334  ■ 

5,830 

3,414  : 

3,691: 

245     : 

955: 

6,056    . 

906 

1924 : 

52,873   : 

10,527    : 

4,024 

4,500: 

242 

1,110 

6,625   : 

1,068 

1925 : 

43,043   : 

12,090   : 

3,766   : 

3,588: 

- 

911: 

5,720 

1,045 

1926    .: 

40,656  : 

13,072   : 

3,838   : 

3,074: 

- 

910 

5,636 

1,025 

1927    ..: 

43,633   : 

17,279    : 

5,098   : 

3,680: 

.- 

1,050 

5,965   ; 

1,152 

1928    : 

49,795   : 

19,391   : 

5,673 

4,109: 

-         : 

1,264. 

5,880   : 

1,068 

1929    : 

48,445    : 

17,252   : 

4,994  : 

3,245. 

-         ; 

1,142: 

5,747 

1,065 

1930    : 

44,265    : 

17,994   : 

6,132   : 

d/  3,219: 

-            ! 

d/  1,037: 

5,248  : 

Compiled  from  official   sources   and  cabled  reports  from  Agricultural   Commissioners 
abroad. 

a/  For  years   ended  May  31  following. 

b/   Average  for  five  years  immediately  preceding  war  period  if   available;    other- 
wise for  any  year  or  years  within   that  period  unless  otherwise   stated.      In 
countries  having  changed  boundaries,    the  figures    are  estimates   for  one  year  only 
for  numbers  within  present  boundaries. 

c/  Not  available   for  present  boundaries.     For  former  boundaries,    the  numbers 
slaughtered  are   as  follows;    in   thousands  -   1914,    19,4-41;    1915,    13,293; 
1916,    6,348;    1917,    5,795;    1918,    2,430. 

d/  Unofficial   estimate  of   total    slaughter  in   the  United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free 
State  based  on  methods  of  estimating  published  in  The  Agricultural  Output  of 
England  and  Wales,    4,784,000   in  1930-31   compared  with  4,759,000   in  1929-30   and 
6,168,000   in  1928-29. 
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Hogs:    Slaughter  in  United  States,   Germany,   Denmark,    and  Canada,   "by 
months,    seasons  October  -  September.,    1928-29  to  1930-31  a/ 


:          United  States- 

:       -Germany  at 

:            I 

)enmark 

Canada. 

i.'ionth 

:             -inr/oected 

:           36  points 

:    exuoi 

't  houses 

ins 

-doc  ted 

:    1928- : 

1929-: :1930- 

:1 928-: 1929- 

'1930- 

:1928-: 

192  9-:  1930- 

1928- : 

1929-. 

1930- 

:    1929  '■: 

1930    : :1931 

:1929   :1930 

:1931 

1929  : 

1930   :1931 

:1929   : 

1930  : 

1951 

:  ©lcm-    : 

Thou-    :Thou~ 

: Thou- : Thou- 

:  Thou- 

: Thou- : 

Thou- :  The 

3u- : 

Thou-: 

Thou- 

: Thou- 

• 

:  sands-  : 
3,713: 

sands    :  sands 
3,857:    3,492 

:  sands-:  sands 
455:      357 

sands 

sands: 
:      494: 

sands:  sands 
501:        612 

sands: 
■  200: 

sands 

: sands 

Oct-. 

418 

207: 

160 

Nov. 

4,455: 

4,499:    4,024 

411:      356 

:      278 

:      398: 

395: 

577 

•      232: 

234 

:      168 

Dec.      : 

5,732: 

5;083:    4,647 

:      407:      382. 

.      452 

442: 

438: 

612 

239: 

221 

•  170 

J  an  • 

5,738: 

5,001: -5,362 

388:      351: 

391 

:     402: 

438>b/ 

650 

;      249: 

207 

:      166 

Feb.      : 

4,473: 

4,034:    4,142 

367:      335' 

405 

348: 

407: b/ 

509 

208: 

168. 

161 

Mar. 

3,645: 

3,392: ' 3,523< 

411:      373' 

50.3 

384: 

442;  b/ 

638 

215: 

168 

154 

Apr. 

3,761: 

3 , 480 :    3 , 488 

.      395:      374 

•      423 

429: 

529: b/ 

566 

208: 

162 

172 

May . 

3,798: 

3,823:    3,408 

!      391:      371' 

428 

>         .'xuO  • 

432:  b/ 

584: 

187: 

174: 

158 

June 

3,756: 

3,689;:  3,251 

333:.     344: 

448. 

358: 

473:  b/ 

565 

:  ■  161: 

159 

•      164 

July 

3,597: 

3,187:-  2,767 

340:.-     361 

40.1 

toe/  * 

525: b/ 

614 

159: 

127 

148 

Aug. 

3,130: 

2,724:-  2,500 

325:      344 

399 

■      399: 

485.:  b/ 

604 

161: 

124 

:      162 

Sept.    : 

•3,104: 

2,773::  2,955. 

346 :-     351:: 

416 

422: 

595:b/ 

584 

142: 

140 

c/(194) 

Total   : 

: 

:                  ; 

: :          : 

: 

: 

>  .  .       : 

for     : 

: 

:              ■ 

: 

: : 

-: 

§J 

season: 

48,957: 

45,542:43,559: 

4,569:4,299': 

4,962, 

4,943: 

5,715:    7 

115 

2, .361 : 

2, .091 

1 ,  977 

a/    Season  accepted  as  most   representative  for   the  United -States. 

b/   Adjusted  from  weekly  figures  published  in  Landbrugsraadets  Meddelelser  since 

October  2,    1930.    c/  Estimated  on  basis  of   slaughter  first   three  weeks.. . 

d/   Preliminary. 


United  States 


Based  on   the   indications   contained  in   the  June  1931  pig   survey  as   to 
the   size  of the   spring  pig  crop  and  intentions   to  breed  for  fall   farrow,    end 
on  slaughter  supplies   during   recent  months,   hog  numbers  on  farms   in  the  United 
States   ere   somewhat   larger   than   they  were  a  year  ago.      nog  slaughter  in   the 
hog  marketing  year  which  began  in  October  1930  we.s   the   smallest   in  four  years 
and  apparently  marked  the  end  of  a  cycle  in  market   supplies  which  began  with 
1926-27   and  reached  its  peak  in  1928-29.      The  June  pig   survey   indicated  that 
there  was   a  2.5  per  cent   increase  in  the   spring  pig  crop. 

After  declining  steadily  during  September,   hog  prices   in  the  United  States 
remained  about   steady   during   the  first   three  weeks  of  October,    but  resumed  their 
decline  during   the  last  week  of  October  and  the  first  week  in  November'.   Hog 
prices  have   declined  almost   continuously   since  late  July  when  the  peak  of   the 
summer  rise  was   reached.      During   the  week  ended  November  7  prices   at  Chicago 
averaged  $4.65  per  100  pounds,   which  was   the   lowest  weekly   average  for  that 
market   since   in  1908.      •'•here  has  been  a  marked  change  in  the  price   spread 
'between  light  weight  and  heavy  weight  hogs   during   the  past   three  months.    In 
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late  July  a  premium  of  nearly   $5.00  per  100  pounds  was  "being  paid  for  light 
weight  hogs,   but  during  most  of  October  medium  and  heavy  weight  hogs   sold 
at   a  slight  premium  over  the    light  weights.     Although   this    shift  in  prices 
is   largely  a  seasonal   one,    it  was  greater   than  usual    this  year   since   the 
premium  paid  for  light  weights   this  summer  was  unusually  large.      The  normal 
siiift  in   the  price   spread  for   the   different  weights   during  these  months   is 
due   to   the   reduction   in   the  number  of  packing   sows   in  the  market   supply   .and 
the  increase   in   the  marketings   of  light  weight  hogs  from  the   spring  pig  crop. 

Market   supplies  of  hogs  during  October  increased  seasonally  and  were  also 
larger  than   those  of   the  corresponding  month  of  a  year   earlier.   The  number  of 
hogs   slaughtered  under  Federal    inspection  during  October,    the  first  month  of 
the  1931-32  marketing  year,    amounted  to  3,772,000  head.      This  was   an  increase 
of  27.6  per  cent  over   the   September  slaughter  raid  was   8.0  per  cent  larger 
then   that  of  October  1930.      The  average   live  weight  of  hogs   slaughtered,   however, 
was   somewhat  under  that  of  a  year  ago.      The  October  increr.se   in  slaughter  ever 
that  of  last  year  was   due  both   to   a  larger   spring  pig  crop  and  the   tendency 
to  market  new  crop  hogs   earlier  than  usual. 

Hog-fecd  price   relationships  have   changed  materially  during  recent  weeks. 
Corn  prices   declined  sharply   during  August   and  September,    and,    since   the 
decline  in  hog  prices   during  that  period  was   relatively   less    than  that   of  corn, 
the  hog-corn  ratio   increased.      Based  on  farm  prices   the  hog-corn  ratio   on 
October  15  was   14.1   for   the  United  States   and  15.3  for   the   Corn  Belt  States   as 
compared  with  10.7  end  11.7,    respectively,    during  October,    1930.    Since  October 
15  market  prices   of  corn  have   advanced  materially  while  hog  prices  have 
declined,    and  during   the   last  week  in  October,    based  on  Chicago  prices,    the 
hog-corn  ratio  was   12.6   as   compared  with  12.0   in  the   corresponding  week  a  year 
earlier.      *-ae  ratio  was  further  reduced  during   the  first  week  in  November. 

The  fresh  pork  market  was  much  weaker   during  October.    Market  price   de- 
clines occurred  on  all   cuts,    but   sharpest   reductions  occurred  on  light  loins. 
During   the   last  week  of   the  month  8-10  pound  loins   at  New  York  averaged   $13.80 
which  was   36.00  under  the  average  during   the  last  week  in  September.    16-22  pound 
loins   at   that  market   averaged  $11.60   daring   the  last  week  of.  October,   which  was 
$3.55  under   the   average  four  weeks  previous.   Price   declines   also   occurred  on 
all  cuts   of  cured  pork.      During   the  week  ended  October  31   12-14  pound  regular 
smoked  hams   at  Hew  York  averaged  $19.00   as   compared  with   $20.75  during  the  last 
week  in  September  end  $24.50   during  the   corresponding  week  a  year  earlier. 
8-10  pound  #1   sweet  pickle   cured  bacon  averaged  $15.00   as   compared  with  -317.75 
a  month  earlier  and  $25.00   during  the   last  week  in  October  1930. 

Further  declines  in  lard  prices   also   occurred  during  October.    During   the 
last  week  of   the  month,-  the  price  of   refined  lard  at  Chicago    averaged  $8.25, 
which  was   75   cents  under  the   average   a  month   earlier  raid   35.25  lower   than   that 
of   a  year  earlier. 

As   a  result  of  further  unfavorable  factors   in  the  foreign  markets,    exports 
of  American   lard  and  cured  pork  continued  their  downward  trend  during  September. 
Export's  of  bacon  and  of  haras   and  shoulders   decreased  seasonally  end  continued 
under   the   levels   of  all  post-w-r  yer.rs. 
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Lard  exports  daring  Sept -rob  or,    amountiin  %  to  77,790,000  pounds    ,  were 
10  per  cent  larger  than  the  August  movement  and    slightly  above  those  of 
September,    1930.     All   countries   except   the  United  Kingdom  took  larger  quanti- 
ties  than  in  August.      Germany   took  more   than   twice  as  much  lard  as   in 
August  and  80  per  cent  mere    than  a  year  earlier.      Takings  by   the  United  Kingdom 
were  35  per  cent  under   those   of  August  but   18  per  cent   above   those  of 
September  1930. 

Total  bacon  exports   during  September  amounting  to  2,770,000  pounds  were 
15   per  cent  under   those   of  August,    and  44  per  cent  under  the  September  1930 
movement.      The   redaction  was   especially   severe  in  the  United  Kingdom,    the  move- 
ment  to    that   country    amounting   to   only   974,000  pounds   as   compared  with 
1,516,000  pounds  in   iugust   and  1.549,000  pounds   during  September  last  year. 
Takings  of  bacon  by  Germany,    however,    amounting   to   612,000  pounds  were,  the 
largest  for  any  month  since  April   1930. 

Total    exports  of  hams   and  shoulders   in  September  amounted  to   5,037,000 
pounds,   which  was  24  per  cent   smaller   than  in  August  and  22  per  cent  below 
that  of   September  last  year.     All   of   the  principal   importing  countries   except 
Cuba  took  smaller  quantities   than  in  August.      The  reduction   amounted  to   26 
per  cent  for   the  United  Kingdom  and  72  per   cent  for  Canada.      Cuban   takings   in 
September   totaled  516,000  pounds,   which  was   23  per  cent   above   the  August 
improvement   and  a.bout  2.5   times   larger   than   that  of  September  1930. 

Total  United  States   exports' of   all  hog  products   during   the  1930-31 
marketing  year  were   the   smallest  for  more   than  30  years.      Total   exports   of  pork 
decreased  140,000,000  pounds,    or  44  per  cent   from  those   of   a  year  earlier, 
while  exports   of  land  fell   off  199,000,000  pounds,   or  about  26  per  cent. 
Practically   all  importing  countries   took  smaller  quantities  of  American  cured 
pork,    and  nearly  all   countries   except  Great  Britain  purchased  less  American 
lard.      The   reduction  in  bacon  exports   during   the  year  was  much  more  marked 
than   that  of  other  kinds  of  cured  pork  due   to    the  keener  competition  from  other 
pork  producing  countries,    especially  Denmark.      The  reduction  in  bacon  exports 
amounted  to    57,981,000  pounds,    or  53  per  cent,   whereas   the   exports   of  hams 
and  shoulders  were  only  36,786,000  pounds,    or  29  per  cent   less    than   those 
of   the  previous  marketing  year. 

A  statistical   summary  of   the  United  States  hog  and  pork  situation  for  the 
1930-31  marketing  year,  with  comparisons,    is   shown  on  page    11     .It  will  be 
noted  that   the  number  of  hogs   slaughtered  during   the  year  just   ended  was  4.4 
per  cent  under  that  of   the  previous  marketing  year,   but   due   to   the  Heavier 
weights  at  which  hogs  were   slaughtered  the  reduction  in  total   dressed  weight 
amounted  to   only  3  per  cent.      The   reduction  in  the  export  movement  was   slight- 
ly larger   than   the  reduction  in  pork  production   so   that  when   the  decrease  in 
exports   is    taken  into   account  1930-31  pork  production  provided  a  larger   supply 
for  United  States   consumption   than  in  1929-30.      Consumption,    however,   was   2.6 
per   cent  less    than  in  the  preceding  year,    with  the  result   that   the  storage 
holdings   at   the   end  of   the  year   (October  1,    1931)   were  larger  than  at   the 
end  of   the  preceding  year,    the   increase  amounting   to   7.3  per  cent.   Stocks   of 
pork  were  6  per  cent  larger   than  the  unusually   small  holdings   on  October  1 
last  year,    and  lard  stocks  were  17  per  cent   larger  than  those  of   the 
corresponding   date  in  1930. 
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United  States:  Statistical  summary  of  hog  and  pork  situation, 
October— September,  1930-1;!,  with  comparisons 


Oct. -Sept. 

:1930-51 

:  1930-31 

Item 

;Unit 

:     Average 
;1925-26   to 
:      1929-30 

:    1929-30 

:    1950-31 

:as  per- 
centage 
:of   5-yr. 

:as  per- 
centage 
:      of 

:     av. 

: 19 29 -30 

:     Per 
:      cent 

:     Per 
:      cent 

Hogs  : 

:  no. 

845,221,378 

:45, 542,520 

:43,557,768 

:     96.52 

:      95.64 

ii 

8        148,290 

:        129  ..657 

8        123,501 

:      83.28 

:      95.25 

Average   live  weight   .... 

:    lb. 

:          233.21 

:'         232.21' 

:          255.18 

:    100.84 

:    101.27 

Average  dressed  weight    . 

•      it 

81,000 

:  '        176.68 

:          175.08 

177.41 

:    100.41 

:    101.33 

Tota.1  dressed  weight  , 

(excluding  condemned) 

!     lb  S  • 

;   7,927,076 

!'  7,919,508' 

:    7,682,591 

:      96.92 

:      97.01 

Storage   Oct.    1,   beginning 

of  season: 

Fresh  pork   ............. 

>       tt 

96,387 

:        119,204 

!          92,505 

:      95.76 

:     77.43 

!1 

:        444,829 

t        481,294 

i        355,122 

:      79.83 

:      75.78 

-U-'jJ/C        •o«e«aoceor»of0o*oo 

It 

It 

115,188 

153,690 

59,732 

:      51.86 

:      38.87 

656.404 

754,188 

507,159 

:      77.26 

:      67.25 

Imports :                                         : 

Fresh  pork   .............; 

tt             i 

7,571 

:             1,469 

540 

:        7.15 

:      36.76 

Fork,   pickled  and  pre-      : 

served  ................. 

tt 
II 

a/       3,935 

3,442 

3,298 

:      83.81 

:      95.82 

■■'■J  u  A.  J-        ••••oeo«or«sD«o! 

11,506 

4.911: 

5,858 

:      33.36 

:      78.15 

Available  for  consumption    : 

b/ 

Tt             , 

8,594,986 

8,678,607: 

3,193,588 

95.55 

:      94.41 

Exports :                                         : 

1   Oi'j-       ..otooo.A.ocooeeoe. 

tt             « 

335,382- 

310,436: 

171,719 

51.20 

55.51 

iJCwJ.  d.       e.o.e..«..oe..oe.«.| 

■  1             , 
tt 

746,479: 

761,906: 

565,361 

75.47 

73.94 

J-  0  t/aJ-        e«e0ae9o«e».o«o' 

1,081,861: 

1,072,592: 

735.070: 

67.94 

68.54 

Storage   Oct.    1   end  of             : 

season:                                         : 

Fresh  pork • : 

II             . 

105,990: 

92,305: 

81,757 

78.62 

88.57 

Cured  pork ■> . . . .  : 

It             . 

433,236: 

555,122: 

392,879: 

90.68 

110.63 

tt             . 
11             . 
It 

112.809: 

.59,732: 

. 69,637: 

61.73: 

116.56 

A.  Q  T/CwJL        ••«*eet««*«»e»«    ', 

650,035: 

507,159: 

544,273: 

83.73 : 

107.32 

Apparent  consumption  _c/   ..; 

8,165,090: 

7,099,056: 

6,914,245: 

84.70: 

97.40 

Lard :                                                : 

Production  -  P^r  100   lbs.: 

live  weight   .....»...„.: 

lb.    : 
1,000: 

15.43: 

15.20: 

14.86: 

96.31: 

97.76 

lbs.: 
it       . 

1,619,961: 

1,600,140: 

1,509,510: 

93.18: 

94.34 

Apparent  consumption  &/    : 

875,861: 

932,192: 

936,244: 

106.89: 

100.43 

Hogs,   average  cost  for          : 

dolls.: 

10.47 : 

9.59  : 

7.11: 

67.91  : 

74.14 

a/  I':ot  reported  separately 

prior 

to  January 

1,    1928.      T 

he  average 

shown  is 

for 

throe  years  including  a  total  in  the  first  year  of      months 
b/  Total  dressed  weight  4-  imports  +  storage 
oj   available  for  consumption  -  (exports  +  st 
&J   Production  +  storage  October  1,  beginning 


October  1  beginning  of  season. 
or ago  October  1  end  of   season). 
of  season  -  (exports  +  storage. 


HP-24 

United  States; 


-12- 


ITumber  of  nogs   slaughtered  under  Federal   inspection, 
by  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Mon1 

;h          :    1925-26   : 

l926-27 

1927-28 

-    1928-29 

1929-30 

1930-51 

:  Thousands: 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands: 

Thousands: 

Thousands  ~~ 

Oct 

:      3,314     ; 

2,976     : 

2,969      : 

3,713 

3,857     : 

3,492 

Nov.    ... 

:      3,646   . 

3,610      : 

3,688      : 

:     4,455      ! 

4,499 

4,024 

Dec 

:      4,533     : 

4,394 

4,869 

:      5,782 

:      5,083     : 

4,647 

Jan.'  . .  . 

:      4,501 

4,514      : 

5,479 

:      5,738     : 

5,001 

5,362 

Feb.    ... 

:      3,351  . 

3,395 

:      5,760 

:      4,478 

•     4,034 

:      4,142 

Mar.    . . . 

:      3,562 

3,837 

:      5,140 

:      3,645 

3,392 

:      3,523 

Apr.    .... 

:      3,105 

3,330 

3,446 

:     3,761:    . 

3,480 

,      3,488 

May      . . . 

...:      3,131      : 

3,766 

:      3,884 

:      3,7G8 

,      3,823 

3,408 

June    . . . 

...-..:      3,430     : 

4,253 

4,078 

3,756 

:      3,689 

:      3,251 

July    ... 

:      3,127. 

3,431 

:      2,984 

•  '   3,597 

:      3,187 

2,767 

Aug.    . . . 

:      2,834.    : 

3,050 

2,545 

.      3,130 

2,724 

2,500 

Sept. .  . . 

:      2,616      : 

2,534 

2,508 

:      3,104 

2,773 

2,955 

Total 

:    41,150 

:   43,090 

47,370 

48 , 957 

:   45,542 

:   43,558 

United  States:      Average   live  weight  of  hogs   slaughtered,   by  months, 

1925  -   1931 


Month 

1925     ■ 

1926 

1927 

:        1928 

1929 

1930 

:      1931 

:   Pounds     : 

Pounds      : 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

:   Pounds 

:    Pounds 

J  an : 

212.1     : 

232.3 

226.9 

225.0 

:      225.4 

:      229.3     : 

235.6 

Feb 

215.7      : 

•  2,34.  8 

232.3 

230.9 

•      227.9 

231.0 

234.2 

Mar • 

219.3 

1  '    239.1      • 

235.6 

i^iCjij  •  O 

!      229,5 

:     230.2 

230.2 

Apr : 

225.0      ■ 

240.3 

235.2      : 

225.5      ! 

229.8 

228.2     : 

235.0 

May   

:      228.5 

.      236.1 

:    ■  235.4     ■ 

230.3 

:      232.3 

-      229.9     : 

234.7 

June    

.      230.9 

246.1      : 

238.2 

231.9 

•      239.6 

,      239.5 

:      244.6 

July : 

241.1     : 

258.1 

251.2 

.      241.3 

250.0 

•      249.9      : 

257.7 

Aug.    

:      245.8 

259.0 

253.8 

243.3 

249.3      : 

245.2 

246.2 

Sept 

239.0 

239.7 

240.4 

233.0 

238.3      : 

230.8 

:      229.1 

Oct 

229.2     : 

215.9     : 

225.9 

:      226.6 

228.8 

:     221.9     : 

Nov 

221.6 

212.3 

:      218.3      : 

223.6 

220.1      : 

220.5     • 

Dec 

.      224.6 

!      217.5 

:      217.6 

222.9 

223.6      : 

226.5 

Av.    ... 

225.5      , 

235.1 

233.3     . 

:      229.3 

231.7      : 

231.2 

Compiled  from  slaughterhouse   re]3orts. 
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United  States:      Total  Lac on  exports,   by  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month 

:    1925-26 

:    1926-27 

:    1927-28 

:    1928-29 

:    1929-30 

•    1930-31 

:      1,000 

:      1,000 

■      1,000 

:      1,000 

1,000 

:      1 , 000 

:      pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:      pounds 

pounds 

:      pounds 

Oct 

r      13,166 

11,742 

:      7,709 

4,973 

9,858 

:      3,268 

Nov 

13,562 

8,507 

:      6,013 

6,716 

i    11,452 

:      3,446    • 

Dec 

16,405 

9,601 

9,347      : 

9,593 

:      9,868 

:      4,474 

J  an 

21,142   : 

10,015 

:    11,660 

13,014 

13,324 

:      5,275 

Feb 

14,980    : 

9,642 

10 , 921 

11,286     : 

12,164 

:      4,840 

Mar : 

13,597 

8,567    : 

15,106 

10 , 985 

12,249 

:      3,915 

Apr : 

11,570 

7,417   ; 

10,073 

10,225 

7,979 

:      2,917 

May      : 

"l  O    ope:     , 

7,852   : 

9,692      : 

14,395     : 

8,553 

:      2,388 

June   : 

9,472    : 

10,301 

9,620      : 

12,761      : 

6,413 

2,097 

July   : 

7,670   : 

9,270    : 

11,648      : 

10 , 950      : 

5,339 

2,528 

Aug : 

12,131    . 

7,864  : 

10,945      ; 

13,171      : 

6,979 

3,272 

Sept : 

14,870   : 

11,620 

6,881      : 

10,288 

4,  973 

2,770 

Total    ....: 

160,790    : 

112,398   : 

119,615      ! 

128 , 357      ! 

109,171 

•1-1,190 

Compiled  from 

the  Month] 

.y  Summary 

of  Foreigr 

l  Commerce 

of   the  Un: 

Lted  States. 

United  States:      Total   exports  of  hams   and  shoulders,    by  months,    1925-26 

to   1930-31 


Month 

:    1925-26 

:    1926-27 

:    1927-28' 

:    1928-29 

:    1929-30 

:    1930-31 

•      1,000 

:      1,000 

:      1,000 

:      1,000 

:      1,000 

:      1,000 

:      pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:      pounds 

:      pounds 

pounds 

Oct 

:      14,494 

:      10 , 847 

:        7,632 

4,747 

:        7 , 580 

:      5,259 

Nov 

16,243 

:      13,105 

:        7 ,  374 

:        7 , 637 

:      11,656 

:    10,089 

Dec 

:      19,827 

:      12,675 

:        9,905 

8,518 

:        6,957 

:      5,825 

J  an 

21,000   : 

9,873 

:      10,005 

11,187 

:        9,461   : 

,      7,295 

Feb 

19,105 

9,511 

10,976   : 

7,680 

:        9,213 

5,538 

Mar 

18,117 

^  9  <dOO 

:      12,222   - 

11,1-10 

10,790    . 

6,829 

Apr 

:      18,059   : 

10,007 

11,258 

13,857   : 

12,416 

8,086 

May      

16,682   : 

13,092   : 

11,390 

11,246 

'      13,845 

9,969 

June   : 

13,218   : 

13,471 

13,754   : 

12,571 

12,158 

9,721 

July    : 

13,512 

13,158 

13,557    : 

12,621    : 

13,779    : 

9,071 

Aug i 

15,972    : 

8,215    ; 

13,402 

10,849   : 

10,841    : 

6,623 

S  ep  t : 

11,425    : 

11,123    . 

6,631 

8,478   i 

6,432    : 

5,037 

Total    ....: 

197,654   : 

154,330    ! 

128,156   : 

120,531   : 

125,128    : 

89 , 342 

Compiled  from  the  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States 
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United  States:      Total   lard  exports,    by  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month 

1925-26 

:.  1926-27 

1927-26   : 

1928-29  : 

1929-30    : 

1930-31 

1.0C0      ■ 

.    1,000 

1,000     : 

1,000 

1,000      ! 

.     1,000 

: .    pounds 

pounds 

pounds    : 

pounds 

pounds   : 

pounds 

Oct 

'.    44,745 

46,988 

50,355   : 

59,865  : 

70,698   : 

41,396 

Nov 

39,979   : 

43,488 

49,636    : 

67,716   - 

83,257    : 

42,552 

Dec ; 

68,840 

62,680   : 

62,855   : 

86,358 

80,053   : 

45,114 

Jan 

:      76,670    : 

59,842 

:     70,660    : 

89,932  , 

73,291 

.      68,882 

Feb 

65,356    • 

.    49,880 

,     79,872  : 

65,/m 

65,953 

.    68,760 

Mar 

64,259 

.     53,040 

79,929    . 

70  ,.57  2 

:      66,533 

.  .58,594    ■ 

Apr : 

63,160 

■     67 , 345 

56., 554 

59,144 

50,045  : 

..   44,769 

May     

58,154 

:    64,413 

:     55,540   : 

64,192 

:      62,562 

l,.    39,623 

June   

56,482   : 

•     66,404 

:     53,436    : 

•     67, 7 52 

:      56,666 

37,786 

July   

45,873 

..     46,972 

:•     52,940   : 

64,274 

,     51,670 

!      33,o24 

Aug : 

54,273    ; 

.     50,816 

:.     50,653  : 

.      55,427 

.•     49,287 

:      34,510  . 

Sept 

61 , 577 

\     59,736 

46,158   : 

58,329 

:      37,417 

!      37,790 

Total    

;  699,568   ■ 

:  671,609 

708,593   : 

809,045 

747,432 

553,401 

Compiled  from  ■ 

the  Monthly 

r  Summary  < 

)f  Foreign 

Commerce  < 

}f   the  Uni" 

bed  States. 

Canada 

Prices  of  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  for  the  month  of  September  averaged  $5.99 
per  hundred  pounds  compared  with  $7.29  in  August  and  $9.07  in  July.  Last  year 
the  September  price  was  $12.21.   The  hog  trade  was  very  unsettled  in  October, 
according  to  the  Ontario  Farmer.  During  one  week  in  October  hog  prices  declined 
to  a  very  low  level  according  to  a  Government  report.   That  week  about  $6.00 
was  paid  at  Toronto  for  bacon  hogs  -off  cars. 

By  the  middle  of  October  1931  hog  marketings  for  the  41  weeks  of  1931  ex- 
ceeded those  of  the  same  period  of  1930  'by  106,000  hogs,  the  figures  being 
1,927,000  and  1,820,000,  respectively,,  according  to  the  Letter  on 'Canadian  ' 
Livestock  Products  issued  by  The  Industrial  and  Development  Council  of  Canadian 
Meat  Packers.   Lower  hog  prices  with  consequent  lower  pork  prices  in  August 
and  September  tended  to  increase  consumption  somewhat  at  the  end  of  Hay  1931. 
The  number  of  hogs  marketed  in  Canada  for  the  year  to  date  was  83,000  less  than 
for  the  same  period  of  1930.  -However,  by  the  end  of  August  marketings  were 
only  6,000  head  under  1930.   Increases  in  that  month,  normally  one  of  the 
lightest  marketing  periods,  occurred  in  every  province,  states  the  above  source. 

An  analysis  of  hogs'  marketed  during  August  made  by  the  Dominion'  Department 
of  Agriculture  .shows-  an  average  increase  of  41  per  cent  for  all  provinces, 
Saskatchewan  leading  with  a  67  per  cent  increase.   In  that  province  the  hog, 
cattle  and  sheep  markets  were  overloaded  during  the  summer  months  due  to  the 
fact  that  many  farmers  were  forced  to  market  stock  because  of  the  widespread 
and  prolonged  drought,  according  to  a  report  from  Consul  Lee  R.  Blohm  at  Regina. 
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United  Kingdom  and  Irish  Free  State 

The  departure  of  Great  Britain  from  the  gold,  standard  late  in  September 
has   obscured  somewhat   the  movement  of  prices   of   cured  pork  in   the  British 
market.      In  American  green  "bellies   at  Liverpool,    dollar  values   reached  and 
maintained  unusually  low  levels   after   the   departure  from  gold.      The  October 
average  was  only   $10.22  per  100  pounds  against   $13.25  in  September  and 
$20.10   in  October  1930.      The   drop  in  dollar  values   on  the  American  product 
was  not  as  great   as  on  Danish  Wiltshire   sides  but   the  October   average  of   the 
latter  also  was  unusually  low  at   $11.35   against    $14.51   in   the  preceding 
month  and  ol9.44  a  year  ago.      In   sterling,   October  values   of  American  green 
bellies  averaged  only   slightly   lower  in  October   than  in  September,   while   on 
Danish  Wiltshire   sides,    sterling  prices   in  October  were  nearly  2   shillings 
per  cwt.    below   those  of   the  preceding  month.      In  American  short   cut  green 
hams,    dollar  prices   in  October  were   down  to   an  average  of   $15.72  and  sterling 
values   also  were   easier. 

November  1   stocks   of  cured  pork  at  Liverpool   stood  at  1,641,000  pounds, 
an  advance  of   96,000  pounds   over   the  preceding  month.     A  year  ago   such  stocks 
stood  at   the  unusually  low  November  1   level   of  1,114.000  pounds.      October 
import  figures   are   not  yet  available,    but   in  September  bacon  imports  of 
105,978,000  pounds  were   in  keeping  with  the  heavy   imports  of   recent  months, 
and  were   the  largest  September  imports  on  record.      Total   bacon  imports  for  the 
year  ended  September  30,    1931,    reached  the   record  level   of  1,218,528,000 
pounds,    an  increase  of  26  per  cent  over   the  preceding  12  months   and  22.2 
per  cent  above   figures  for  1927-28,    the  former  record  season.      Bacon  im- 
ports  from  Denmark,    comprising  66.7  per  cent   of   the  total   imports,    reached 
the   record  level   of  814,469,000  pounds.     A  feature   of   the  season  just  closed 
was   the  increase   in  receipts   from  continental   countries   other   than  Denmark. 
Such  receipts   reached  a  total   of  343,175,000  pounds  and  represented  28.1  per 
cent  of   the  total   against  23.4  per  cent  of   the  1929-30    total.      The  Netherlands, 
Poland,    the  Baltic   States   and  Sweden  all   contributed  to   tne  larger  non-Danish 
continental   supplies. \ 

Bacon  imports  from  the  United  States   reached  a  new  low   season's    total 
at   24,947,000  pounds   against  60,383,000  pounds   in  1929-30.      In   that  year 
receipts  from  the  United  States   represented  6.2  per  cent   of   the   total   imports. 
In   1930-31   the   corresponding  figure  was  only  2.0  per  cent.      Receipts  from 
Canada  were   even  more   sharply   reduced  than  were   those  of  the  United  States. 
In  hams   the  United  States  retained  its  leading  position  as   a  source  of   imports 
into  Great  Britain,   but   there  was   some   incrc-a.se   iv.   receipts  from  continental 
sources,    while   imports  from'  the  United  States  were   reduced.      Total  ham 
imports  for.  the  1930-31   season  just  closed  reached  only   91,384,000  pounds. 
That  figure  was  25,174,000  pounds  under   the  1929-50    total;    was   the  lowest  post- 
war figure  and  also  nearly  5,000,000  pounds  under  the  average  for   the  pre-war 
seasons  1909-10    to   1913-14. 

Lard  prices   in  dollars   at  Liverpool  broke   sharply  late   in  September 
following  the   reduced  exchange  value  of   the  pound   sterling.      The  October  aver- 
age of   $9»14  per  100  pounds  for  American  prime   steam  western   lard,   while 
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higher  then  the  late  September  levels,  was   slightly  under  the  complete 
average  for  that  month  and  was  considerably  "below  the ' average  of  $13.33  for 
October  1930.      Lard  prices   in  Groat  Britain  were   at  unusually  low  levels 
throughout   the  1930-31    season.      Liverpool   lard   stocks  on  November  1,   1931 
declined  below   those  of   the  preceding  month  to   reach  2,491,000  pounds. 
Stocks   on  November  1,    1950   stood  at  587,000  pounds,    an  unusually  low  figure. 
September  lard  imports   declined   seasonally   to   reach  17,022,000  pounds,    but 
were  larger   than   the  September  imports  of  any  of   the  three  preceding  years. 
Tiie  United  States   continues   as   the  leading-  source  of   supply.      Total   imports 
for  the  1930-31    season  reached  the  unusually  high  figure  of  305,755,000 
pounds   against  275,847,000  pounds   imported   in   the   1929-30    season. 

The   continued  heavier  market   supplies   of  fresh  British  and  Irish  pork 
at  London  Central  Markets  brought   the  October   total   to  more   than  10,000,000 
pounds,    the  largest  figure  for  any  month     since  December  1928.      Last  year 
such  receipts   stood  at  only   7,972,000  pounds.      Larger  receipts   at   this   time 
of  year  are  a  usual   seasonal   activity.      For  the  pork  marketing  year  ended 
September  30,    1931,    the  London  receipts   of   such  pork  totaled  72,661,000 
pounds   against   61,109,000  pounds  for  the  preceding  12  months.      Receipts  of 
fat  pigs   at  certain  representative  British  markets  were    seasonally  larger   in 
October  and  were  11.7   per  cent   larger  for   the   1930-31   season   than  in  1929-30. 
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Bacon  imports   from   the  United  States,    by  months, 
1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month 

1925-26 

:    1926-27 

1927-23 

:    1928-29 

-    1929-30 

:    1930-31 

Oct. 
Nov. 

Dec.    , 
J  an . 
Feb.    , 
Mar.    , 
Apr. 
May     . 
June   . 
July   , 
Aug.    . 
Sept. . 

•      1,000 
oouiids 

:      11 ,  947 

:        9,962 

:      15,889 

:      16,237 

:      17,226 

15,427 

11,951 

10,758 

7,995 

9,430 

7,386 

12,142   ! 

:      1,000 
:      "Donnas 

■      10,032   ; 
:     '7,530 
:        7,068  ! 
:        8,624  ; 

7,569   : 
:        7 , 896 
!        5,234 

4,122   ! 

5,037 
:        7,705   : 

7,479   : 

5,494   ! 

1,000 
pounds 

5,970 
!      3,213 
3,457      ; 
4,696      ! 
5,541      ; 
7,489 
5,550      : 
6,564 
4,650 
5,530      : 
7,369      : 
4,509     : 

1,000 
:      pounds 

2,780 
:      2,651 
2,378 
7,477 
6,467 
6,084 
3,821 
10,480 
7,043      ; 
6,775 
6,437 
3,242 

1,000 

:      pounds 

3,463 
•  4,114 
!      5,672 

7,124  ' 

7,038 

9,341 

5,406 
:      4,536     : 

3,754     ; 

4,388      : 

3,286 

2,251 

:      1,000" 

pounds 

:          967 

:  2,103 
3,370 
2,832 
2,394 

:  2,067 
2,704 
2,043 
1 ,  543 
2,090 
1,590 
1,244 

Total   : 

116,350   : 

83,790    : 

64,558 

66,135     : 

60,333     : 

24,947 

Compi] 

.ed  from  Tro.c 

1c  and  I'av: 

l gat ion  of 

the  Uni  tec 

I  Kingdom. 

HP-24  -   17    - 

United  Kingdom:      Bacon  imports  from  Denmark,   by  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month 

1925-26 

,   1925-27 

1927-28  : 

1928-29 

1929-30 

1930-31 

Oct. 
Nov.  , 
Dec.  . 
Jan.  , 
Fob.  , 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May  . 
June  . 
July  . 
Aug. 
Sept. 

1,000 
pounds   : 

31,690  i 
29,306  i 
40,377 
31,207  • 
30,472  ■ 
36,205: 
30,466 
30,474 
29,770 
:   34,266 
36,712 
34,601 

1,000 
pounds 

54,557  : 
38,931  ■ 
40,194  : 
41,803 
42,456 
47,526  • 

:   42,993  i 
44,205 
51,795 
50,710 
46,941 

:   48,143 

1,000    < 
■  pounds 

50,090 

50,257 

52,244 

54,975 

55,942 

54,675  : 

52,745 

51,109 

51,656  ; 

:   44,562 

:   40,924 

!   42,633 

1,000    : 
pounds 

50,703 
46,063  : 
45,500  ■ 

:   48,717 
41,500  i 
41,985 
44, 051 
46,758 

!    41,686 

:   46,570 
48,121 

:   40 , 350 

1,000    : 
pounds 

47,406 

40,525 

53,490 

48,406 

44,439 

51,070 

46,204 

:   56,206 

54,456 

;   55,213 

:    55,066 

:   59,751 

1,000 
pounds 

70,906 
!    61,433 
:   81,294 
:    66,819 
:    67,246 
!    65,505 
:   63,224 
:   67,190 
:   66,161 
:   68,704 
:   68,094 
:   57,893 

Tot: 

il  . . 

395,548 

:   609,792 

:   552,272 

:   621,112 

:   814,469 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of    the  United  Kingdom. 


United  Kingdom:     Total  bacon  imports,   by  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month   : 

1925-26  s 

1926-27  ; 

1927-20 

1928-29  : 

1929-30 

1930-31 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000    : 

1,000    : 

1,000    : 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Oct.  ..... 

66,983  j 

73,275  . 

05,552 

02,570  : 

72,402 

95,009 

Nov.  

60,259  ; 

76,130  ! 

79,579 

79,297 

74,060 

86,316 

Dec.  ..... 

:   01,951 

:   7C,C67 

00,679  ! 

:   76,771 

05,503 

•   112,267 

Jan 

:   66,329 

75,571  : 

02,344 

;    oG , 09  2 

74,001 

!   95,273 

Fob .  

55,955 

69,074 

85,153 

;    60,612 

73,721 

!   99,645 

Mar 

71,126 

02,407 

87,041 

:   60,923 

04,631 

93,406 

Apr 

:   64,527 

71,277 

!    03,0] 5 

!    73,126 

75,095 

:   99,454 

May 

60,794 

76,630 

00,759 

:    07,045 

04,615 

:   100,136 

Juno  ..... 

:    61, -.31 

!     uuji)'i-0 

06,307 

:   71,094 

03,277 

:   109,080 

July 

:   71,041 

04,105 

79,212 

!    00,360 

05,457 

:   105,607 

Aug , 

:    69,497 

:   74,400 

:    06,062 

:    02,290 

04,750 

:   106,567 

Sept 

!   77,123 

:    00,159 

:   71,796 

:   73,505 

00 , 206 

;   105,970 

Total  . . 

;   817,796 

;   931,011 

;  957,179 

1   933,093 

967, 435. 

|l, 210, 520 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
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United  Kingdom:     Total  htm  imports,   by  months,   1925-26   to  1930-31 


Month 

1925-26 

1926-27 

1927-28 

1928-29  ■ 

•  1929-30  : 

1930-31 

Oct. 
Xi  ov . 
Doc. 
Jen.  . 

r3b.  . 

Mar .  . 

Apr . 
i.^y  * . 
Juno  . 
July  . 
Aug.  , 
Sopt. 

1,000 
pounds 

9,479 
11,613 
13,404 
13,615 
13,066 
12,516 
12,252 
12,076 
10,945 
10,402  ■ 
10,451 
11,449 

1,000 

'pounds 

6,929 

8,762 

11,318 

8,847 

6,513 

6,910 

6,523 

9,208 

12,410 

12,034  ! 

!     8,282 

:    6,902 

1,000 
pounds 

7,802 

:    5,836 

7,817 

6,896 

9,062 

9,264 

:  '   7,993 

9,334 

10,782 

11,404 

13,594 

:    7,505 

1,000 
pound  3 

6,4-84 

6,7  52 

7,339 

!    8,788 

:    8,232 

6,828 

t    8,981 

:    14,136 

:   10,499 

12,042 

12,073 

:    8,073 

1,000    : 
.  pounds 

8,105  : 

:  ■   8,125 

9,347 

:    7,920  s 

7,989 

8,601 

!    9,539 

12,298 

:   10,983 

14,391 

12,024 

:    7,236 

1,000 
pounds 

5,792 

5,755 

10,11.1 

7,101 

6,50,7 

.5,537 

:    7,597 

:    9,204 

9,773 

:   11,165 

:  .   7,429 

!    5,613 

Tot; 

il  ..! 

1  *  1      7,1  n 
l^Xjii-b 

106,638 

107,289 

110,257 

'   115,558 

'      .91,384 

Compiled  from  Trcdo  end  Navigation  cf   tho  United  Kingdom, 


United  Kingdom:      Total   lard  imports,   by  months,    1925-26   to  1930-31 


Month 

1925-25  : 

1925-27 

1927-26  s 

1928-29  : 

1929-30 

:   1930-31 

1,000- 

1,000 

1,000 

:   1,000    : 

1,000 

:   1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

Oct.  

16,811  j 

21,559 

17,360 

18,079  ■ 

21,844 

:   .22,897 

Hcv 

19,654  . 

12,710 

:   21,058 

!   21,551 

24,004 

!.  .27,751 

Doc 

21,403 

13,772 

:   22,351 

:   17,^80 

27,160  . 

:   .27,270 

Jan 

20,840 

:    21,665 

27,794 

:   35,923 

:   27,559 

:   21,459 

Fob 

24,261 

19,136 

28,421 

29,752 

25,187 

:   52,576 

Mar 

wO,/53 

20,989 

53,840 

:   22,234 

!    24,810 

:  .  26,608 

Apr.  ..... 

28,172 

!    27,032 

23,081 

:   21,612 

18,218 

:   25,276 

May 

18,843 

:   24,264 

24,398 

26,479 

20,772 

:    23,771 

June  ..... 

20,953 

:   28,564  - 

:   19,596 

20,498 

:   21,078 

t   27,566 

July 

23,074 

:   26,006 

2-i,DO//   : 

:    25,977 

:   3.1,801 

:  .  28,558 

Aug.  

19,148 

;   17,571 

!    21,844 

:   21,204 

!   20,450 

:   25,001 

Sept.  .... 

25,361 

:    22,560 

13,346 

16,899  . 

!    12,976 

:    17,022 

Total  .. 

|  '  262,231 

"   255,638 

•   277,756 

277,688  ' 

;   275,847  ' 

;   322,777 

Compiled  from  Trade  and  navigation  of  tho  United  Kingdom. 
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October  hog  slaughterings  in  Ireland  for  curing,  at  141,000  head, 
were  in  keeping  with  the  heavier  production  of  recent  months  as  against 
those  of  last  year.   For  the  season  ended  September  30,  1931,  such 
slaughterings  reached  1,059,000  head  but  were  slightly  smaller  than  for  the 
1929-3  0  season.   Irish  Free  State  authorities  are  now  considering  imposing 
a  tariff  equivalent  to  9  cents  a  pound  upon  "bacon  imports  into  that  country, 
according  to  Consul  Leslie  S.  Woods  at  Cohh.   The  proposed  duties  are  said 
to  he  aimed  primarily  at  imports  from  Poland  and  Latvia.   About  70  per  cent 
of  the  bacon  imported  into  the  Irish  Free  State  originates  in  the  United 
States.  Practically  90  per  cent  of  such  imports  come  to  Ireland  via 
England,  chiefly  through  Liverpool. 

During  1930  and  the  first  7  months  of  1931,  the  Irish  Free  State 
bacon  curing  industry  lost  over  $6,000,000  worth  of  export  business  in 
addition  to  losses  from  imports  into  the  domestic  market,  according  to 
estimates  forwarded  by  Consul  Woods.   The  losses  indicated  wore-duo  largely 
to  continental  competition  in  the  British  market,  chiefly  from  Danish,  Polish 
and  Netherlands  bacon.   During  the  period  of  declining  bacon  values,  however, 
the  value  of  exports  of  live  hogs  and  fresh  pork  increased  by  ^54,000,000.. 
According  to  Irish  Government  statistics  there  has  been  a  fairly  steady 
increase  during  the  past  year  in  the  number  of  bacon  pigs  available  to  Irish 
curors. 

Continental  Europe 

Countries  Important  in  British  Market  3upplie_s 

Denmar  k 

Current  figures  on  Danish  hog  numbers  show  that  Dcnm  rk  is  permanently 
engaged  in  production  on  a  scale  considerably  higher  than  in  any  former  year. 
Commenting  on  the  July  15,  1*931  total  of  5,473,000  hogs  in  Denmark,  Mr. 
Christy  points  out  the  significance  in  potential  pork  supplies  of  the 
11  per  cent  increase  over  July  1930  figures  in  the  number  of  sows  in  farrow. 
He  points  out  further  that  there  was  an  advance  of  15  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  pigs  Wo  to  four  months  old  as  well  as  an  8  per  cent  increase  in  pigs 
under  two  months  of  age. 

Marketings  -of  Danish  pork  products  continue  unusually  heavy.   In 
view  of  the  high  quality  products  and  economical  production  and  marketing 
methods  in  use,  it  is  evident  that  Denmark  is  prepared  to  fight  for 
existing  markets  and  to  attempt  the  development  of  now  ones.   Despite  the 
low  bacon  prices  secured  during  the  past  season,  hog  production  has  remained 
fairly  profitable. 

Hog-food  ratios   show  that  the   low  prices    of  corn    ,nd  barley  have 
allowed  a  profit   in  most   cases  but   in   some  cases,    returns  have  been  reported 
below  the  cost   of  production.      Preliminary  figures   indicate   that  Danish 
bacon  exports  totaled  the   record  figure   of   809,785,000  pounds   in   the   1930-31 
soa,son,    an  advance   of  31  per  cent   over  1929-30,    the  preceding  record  year. 
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Lard  exports  for  the  first  11  months  of  the  1930-31  season  totaled  48,000,000 
pounds,  an  advance  of  57.9  por  cant  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1929-30. 
Germany  took  the  bulk  of  the  lard  exports. 

Consul  Lester  L,  Schnarc  at  Hamburg  reports  the  Gorman  meat  trado 
papers  as  announcing  the  early  erection  of  a  new  plant  for  preparing  lard  for 
export. 

Denmark:   Total  "bacon  exports,  1925-26  to  1930-31 


Month 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Peo. 

liar . 

Apr. 

Hay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 


Total 


1925-26 


1,000 
pounds 

35,526 
31,316 
32,921 
3<^,  783 
33,103 
36,789 
31,370 
29,094 
33,810 
33,542 
34,879 
34, 274 


1926-27 

i 

!   1927-28 
t 

;   1926-29 

1,000 

:   1,000 

:   1,000 

pounds 

;   pounds 

pounds 

37,860 

.   46,129 

:   45,29-3 

38,943   ! 

,   45,999 

49,319 

42,952 

.   56,405 

,   48,652 

44,572 

54,002   : 

40,830 

42,179   i 

50,310 

41,472 

49,449 

56,028   ! 

42,079 

39,303 

.   50,682   . 

45 , 648 

49,555   ! 

52,009   : 

49,160 

49,691 

50,332   : 

41,773 

47,279   ! 

46,680   : 

43,857 

47,009 

46,941   : 

49,004 

47,374 

45,481   : 

49,442 

1929-30 


1,000 
•pounds 


45,310 
51,819 
48,165 
51,543 
43,310 
51,301 
46,615 
57,154 
51,050 
53,403 
56,432 
61,539 


1930-31 


1,000 
"pounds 


67,869 
64,822 
70,486 
72,424 
64, 921 
68,244 
66,325 
65,622 
62,767 
71,142 
65,998 
69,165 


399,407   :  536,166   :  600,998   :  546,531   :  617,641   :a/  809,785 


Varcomsatning  med  Udlandet. 
a/   Preliminary. 

Netherlands 


Hog  marketings  in  the  Netherlands  continue  at  a  high  level.   Farmers 
have  been  advised,  hov/ever,  to  reduce  farrowings  this  fall.   Hog  prices 
are  still  on  a  low  level  but  recently  hog-feed  ratios  show  some  improvement. 
There  has  been  some  decline  in  feed  prices,  particularly  corn  and  a  moderate 
increase  in  pork  prices.   The  foreign  trade  in  pork  and  bacon  increased 
substantially  during  the  current  calendar  year.   Total  exports  of  pork 
amounted  to  37,919,000  pounds  during  the  first  6  months  against  25,353,000 
pounds  during  the  corresponding  months  of  1930.   The  value  of  the  exports, 
however,  decreased  from  11.6  million  guilders  (4.66  million  dollars)  in 
1950  to  9.4  million  guilders  (3.78  million  dollars)  in  the  first  6  months 
of  1931.   Of  the  varioiis  items  comprising  the  total  exports  of  pork,  bacon 
is  the  most  important,  almost  all  of  which  goes  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
During  the  pork  marketing  season  ended  September  30,  1931,  the  United  Kingdom 
imported  117,000,000  pounds  of  Netherlands  bacon  against  87,000,000  pounds 
in  the  preceding  12  months. 
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Nethor lands:   Quarterly  slaughter  of  hogs  in  abattoirs  and  on. 

farms,  for  frosh  pork,  1929-1931 


Year  and  place 
of  slaughter 


In  abattoirs: 

1929  .  .  . 

1930  .  .  . 

1931  .  .  . 


Farm  slaughter: 

1929 .  . 

1950  ......... 

1S31 

Total  1)/ slaughter- 
ed in  abattoirs 
and  on  farms  - 
1929  .  . 

1930 

1931    ...    .     . 


First 
quarter 


ITumbcr 

309,700 
287,200 
413,600 


85,500 

76,400 

112,800 


395,200 
363,600 
526,600 


Second 
quarter 

Numb  e  r 

243,200 

268,900 

a/452,755 


15 , 900 
20,600 


259,100 
239,500 


Third 

quarter 

Number 

247,200 
315,600 


3,300 
6,000 


250,500 
321,600 


Fourth 
quarter 

Total 

Number   ! 

Number 

313,900 
425,400  : 

1,114,000 
1,297,100 

116,900 
165,000 

221,600 

268,000 

430,800 
590,400 

.1,335,600 
1,565,100 

a/  From  monthly  estimates  publishJd  in  FoodstuffsaBound  the  World",  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce. 

b/  In  addition  the  number  killed  for  "bacon  during  the  first  quarter  of  1:31 
was  241,800  compared  to  only  209,700  during  the  same  period  of  1930. 


Poland 


The  Polish  hog  industry  h.-s  undergone  some  noteworthy  changes  in 
recent  yoo.rs,  Mr.  Christy  reports.   The  exportable  surplus  of  about  one  million 
head  of  live  hogs  was  formerly  taken  "by  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia.   Due  to 
various  prohibitive  measures,  exports  to  those  countries  have  practically 
ceased.   Exports  to  Austria,  however,  have  been  maintained,  and  recent  trade 
negotiations  are  expected  to  increase  the  contingent  of  Polish  hogs  entering 
Austria.   Poland  has  had  some  success  in  developing  an  export  trade  in  "bacon 
to  replace  the  last  trade  in  hogs.   From  1928  to  1930,  exports  of  bacon  to 
England  increased  over  400  per  cent,  with  a  further  increase  in  sight  for 
1931.  Steps  have  "been  taken  to  standardize  Polish  bacon  along  the  lines  of 
British  market  requirements. 
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Germany 

The  October  decline  of  Berlin  prices  of  heavy  hogs  to  ^9.60  per  100 
pounds  was  somewhat  seasonal,  but  that  level  was  unusually  low  for  the  month  and 
well  below  the  pre-war  average.  Current  values,  however,  are  still  somewhat 
higher  than  the  low  point-  reached  last  May  and  June*  Peed  prices  have  continued 
the  downward  tendency  of  recent  months,  but  hog  prices  have  declined  consider- 
ably more  sharply  thnn  have  feed  prices.   September  hog  receipts  at  14  centers, 
at  509,000  head  were  under  those  of  last  year,  but  larger  than  in  September  1929. 
Receipts  for  the  season  ended  September  30  were  7.8  per  cent  larger  than  in 
1929-50  and  second  only  to  the  1927-28  figures,  which  were  the  largest  of  any 
post-war  season.  The  September  slaughter  at  36  centers  increased  seasonally 
over  the  two  preceding  months,  reaching  416,000  head,  the  largest  slaughter 
for  that  month  in  the  post-war  years.  The  1950-31  season's  total  slaughter  at 
those  points  was  15.4  per  cent  larger  than  for  the  1929-30  season. 

Some  pertinent  points  in  connection  with  the  increase  in  hog  numbers  as 
reported  by  the  rocv.it  census  are:   (1)  A  number  of  hogs  to  bo  fed  out  on  the 
large  amount  of  relatively  cheap  feed  on  hand  following  the  harvest  season; 
(2)  it  is  estimated  that  about  6,800,000  hogs  to  be  used  for  home  slaughter  are 
included  in  the  September  census.   In  the  winter  months,  homo  slaughter  and  in- 
creased demand  in  the  cities  reduce  numbers  considerably,  with  the  low  point 
of  the  year  usually  coming  in  March;  (3)  changes  in  census  age  groups,  which 
wore  apparent  only  to  a  slight  extent  in  June,  have  now  become  more  pronounced. 
Of  particular  significance  is  the  decrease  of  nearly  10  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  sows  in  farrow.   This  group  is  now  no  larger  than  in  1929.  'Hhc   number  of 
young  pigs  has  declined  almost  30  per  cent  from  last  year's  levels  and  the 
number  of  young  sows  in  farrow  declined  still  more. 

The  increase  in  hog  numbers  is  confined  to  those  regions  in  which  produc- 
tion is  on  a  small  scale  and  whore  hogs  are  fattened  on  potatoes  and  other  home 
grown,  feeds.   In  such  areas  as  Schloswig  Holstein,  however,  whore  large  amounts 
of  feeds  must  bo  purchased,  hog  numbers  have  shown  a  considerable  decline  since 
June  1,  duo  to  unfavorable  hog  feed  ratios.   In  spite  of  unusually  largo  market- 
ings, prices  of  pork  have  not  declined  as  much  as  might  be  expected.   This  is 
due,  apparently  to  the  lighter  average  weight  of  hogs  marketed,  Mr*  Christy 
states,  which  is  In  accordance  with  a  plan  recommended  to  farmers  by  the 
Committee  of  Experts.  Whereas  the  average  weight  of  hogs  marketed  in  Berlin 
in  September  1930  was  249  pounds,  the  average  weight  in  September  1931  was 
only  251  pounds. 

The  somewhat  stronger  tone  of  the  Hamburg  lard  market  in  October  brought 
the  average  price  for  the  month  up  to  Sr>10.27  por  100  pounds.  The  advance  was 
evident  in  local  currency  quotations  as  well  as  in  dollar  values.  The  current 
strength  is  a  continuation  of  the  slight  upward  movement  in  evidence  since  last 
August.  Current  values,  however  are  unusually  low  for  October.  March  is  the 
only  month  so  far  in  1951  in  which  the  .Hamburg  lard  price  averaged  more  than 
$11.00.  Heavy  domestic  pro duct ion  and  increasingly  severe  competition  from 
Denmark  and  Netherlands  have  roducod  the  Gorman,  demand  for  American  lard.  As 
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a  result,    imports  of  American  lard   irto  Germany  have  doclinod  sharply  since 


Juno. 


he-  Mori  can  nroduct  is   still  the  lcadi:    • 


an  in  the  Go] 


n  i  .ra 


import  records,  but  imports  of  Danish  lard  have-  boon  at  least  oqual  to  those 
of  last  year  in  recent  months,  and  imports  from  Netherlands  havo  increased 
heavily. 


The  departure  from  the  gold  standard  by  Denmark  gives  that  country  a 
material  competitive  advantago  in  Gorman  lard  markets.  Tailings  of  Swedish 
and  Hungarian  lard  also  have  increased  over  last  year's  figures*  For  the  sea- 
son closed  September  50,  1931,  however,  total  lard  imports  into  Germany  wore 
20  per  cent  smaller  than  those  of  the  1929-20  season.  The  largo  increase  in 
domestic  fat  production  is,  of  course,  a  factor,  of  primary  importance  in  cur- 
tailing German  imports  of  American  lard.  In  addition,  Danish  and  Dutch  prices 
have  been  considered  more  favorable.   Danish  lard,  in  particular,  has  a  ready 
sale  in  Germany  owing  to  a  flavor  closely  resembling  that  of  the  domestic 
product.  Danish  lard  is  acceptable  as  a  substitute  for  butter  as  a  spread. 
American  lard,  en  the  other  hand,  is  used  mainly  for  cooking,  Mr.  Christy 
states. 


Germany:  Hog  numbers  on  September  1,  1930  and  1931 


Item 

1950 

1951 

Por  cont 

change 

Millions 

Millions 

Per  cent 

Age  groups  - 

Below  8  weeks  ...... 

•   0«0600O0»e*»0* 

6.52 

:    6.60 

:   +  4.5 

8  weeks  to  6  months 

9.81 

10.98 

;   +  11.9 

6  months  to  1  year  . 

•  eo«o«o«*«o»e«« 

5.13 

5.59 

i   +  5.2 

1  year  and  over   .... 

1.97 

2.17 

+  10.4 

25.42 

25.55 

+  8.2 

Breeding  sows  included 

in  the        : 

above  figures  - 

Below  one  year 

•   »   •   0   0   .   0   C   ft   ■  "■   r.   C   5   •   • 

0.81 

0.57 

-  29.9 

1.47 

1.66 

+  15.2 

2.28 

2.25 

-   2.1 

Sews  in  farrow  - 

Below  one  year  ■ . , . . 

t*oo««»ce*ocoa* 

0.44     i 

0.28     : 

—  57 .6 

Above  one  year  ...... 

*oo»«o*eeooe«« 

0.86     ; 

0.90     : 

+  4.8 

■  Total  in  farrow 

1 .  50     : 

1.18 

-   9.6 

Assistant  Agricultural  Gommiss ioner  D.  P.  Christy,  Berlin,   figures 
liminary  returns  of  the  census  taken  as  of  September  1,  1951. 
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Germany:      Total  imports   of  lard,   "by  months,    19  25-26   to   1930-31 


Month       ' 

1925-26    ; 

1926-27    ; 

1927-28    j 

"1  Qop.-.^Q      • 

1929-30 

'    1930-31 

1,000        : 

1,000        : 

1,000        ! 

1,000        ; 

1,000 

:    1,000 

p  OVJld  3 

p  ound  s      : 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

:   porjids 

Oct.           : 

21.389    : 

21,387    : 

20,553    : 

13,240 

20,430 

:      14,364 

Nov . 

5,336    ; 

21,715 

14,437    ■ 

15,793    ' 

13,831 

9,704 

Dec. 

8,525    ! 

17,216    • 

12,192 

19,373    . 

21,031 

:      10,254 

Jan. 

19,559    ■ 

20,318 

16,159 

24,841 

24,367 

:      16,155 

Pel). 

:      24.954 

16,044 

16,375 

13,688 

!      15,636 

:      20,042 

Liar. 

2  4-,  '398 

17,176 

22,305 

,      17,686 

;      17,364 

:      22,413 

Apr . 

.      21,396 

23,511 

:      18,546 

:      22,843 

.      17,836 

:      25,286 

I,  lay 

16, 732 

,      16,353 

.      14,311 

.      19,640 

;      14,545 

:      13,538 

June 

!      18,443 

19,307 

:      14,555 

,      13,528 

;      13,669 

:      10,204 

July 

.      17,125 

:      24,817 

:      13,711 

:       14, 233 

:      13,591 

:        5,586 

Aug. 

,      17,143 

:      13,324 

;      13,829 

■       13,080 

:      12,961 

:        5,064 

Sept. 

.       17,819 
.    212,529 

:      14,760 
:    226,428 

:      14,760 

:      13,065 

:      12,716 
:    203,177 

;a/  11,357 

Total 

:    191,713 

:    201,015 

fe/161,957 

Honatliche  ITachweise  liber  den  AuswSrtigen  Hande' 
a/       Preliminary. 


Deutschl-j-nds. 


Germany:      Total  "bacon  imports,   "b"  months,    1925-26   to   1930-31 


Month 

1925-26 

1926-27 

1927-23 

1928-29 

1    1929-30    : 

1930-31 

1,C00        : 

: 1,000        ; 

1,000        : 

1,000 

;    1,  300 

■  1,000 

pounds     ; 

p  ound  s      ; 

pounds      ; 

pounds 

.    pounds 

rounds 

Oct. 

2,442    : 

<-j  ,  0  tjO      1 

1,019 

817 

;        1,339 

1,728 

4"ov.         ; 

959    i 

2,118 

945 

311 

i        1,560 

1,881 

Dec  • 

1,265 

2,007 

915 

1,050 

i        1,111 

1,715 

Jan. 

1,911    : 

1,595 

:            905 

1,302 

1,377 

2,052 

Feb. 

2,021    : 

1,493 

1,213 

769 

:        1,607 

:        2,566 

Mar . 

:         1,745 

1,127 

625 

908 

,             0     or?Q 

2,470 

Apr. 

1,775 

867 

:             418 

765 

:        1,795 

:        1,637 

Hay 

:        1,758 

347 

;             795 

:        1,139 

:         2,248 

June 

:        1 , 947 

778 

602 

687 

;            937 

;        1,764 

July 

:         1,452 

606 

:            421 

1,102 

:             882 

:        2,155 

Aug . 

;         1,677 

474. 

;        .     303 

953 

:        1,452 

:        2,067 

Sept. 

1                _1_  *   J  *J  J 

:  ""21715T" 

912 
f  "  14, 849" 

;    .       „ 523 

:        1,023 

:             986 
:     167904 

:   a/ 4, 188 

Total  . 

;        8,289 

;       10,932 

;a/ 26,521 

Honatliche  ITachweise  ttber   den  Ausv/artigen  Handel   Deutsclil^nds. 
oj       Preliminary. 
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Othe r  Go-on t r i es 

Cze c hosl o  vaki a 

Effective  September  17,  1931,  the  import  cLut?  levied  by  Czechoslovakia 
upon  hogs  weighing  over  150  kilograms  (331  pounds)  was  reduced  to  90  crov/ns 
per  100  kilograms  (1.21  cents  per  pound).   The  lower -rate  is  regarded  as  a 
temporary  measure,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Legation  at 
Prague.   It  is  understood  that  the  reduced  rate  on  hogs  was  granted  in 
return  for  a  reduction  in  the  Hungarian  import  duty  on  wood.   The  reduction 
in  the  Hungarian  rates  applies  only  to  the  period  December  7  to  December  31, 
1931.   A  report  from  Consul  Lester  L.  Schnare,  dated  October  1,  1931,  states 
that  lard  marketing  conditions  in  Czechoslovakia  were  more  favorable  to  the 
American  product  than  in  recent  months.   American  lard  was  being  offorcl  in 
that  country  at  prices  with  which  producers  in  southeastern  Europe  found  it 
difficult  to  compote.  There  has  boon  no  improvement  in  the  market  for  fat 
backs. 

Argentina 

Of  the  3,769,000  hogs  recorded  in  the  1930  census  for  Argentina,  about 
61  per  cent  or  2,294,000  head  wore  of  definite  enough  strain  to  be 
classified  according  to  breeds,  -according  to  Assistant  Agricultural 
Commissioner  C.  L.  Luedtkc  at  Buenos  Aires.   The  classification  as  sxibmittod 
by  Mr.  Luedtkc  appears  below. [ 

Luroc-Jorsey  1,073,992 

Berkshire   .......  719,375 

Poland-China  500,579 

Other  hogs .  1,474,292 

3V763",738'" 

In  1930,  Argentina  killed  less  than  1,000,000  hogs.   In  addition  to 
lack  of  numbers  of  suitable  hogs,  other  points  made  as  retarding  the  Argentine 
hog  industry  were:   (l)   Losses  due  to  disease,  unsanitary'  conditions,  and 
lack  of  knowledge  and  careless  handling  on  farms;   (2)  the  2  per  cent  export 
tax  on  pork  products;-   (3)  local  taxes  on  the  industry  imposed  by  provinces 
and  municipalities. 

Venezuela 

Regulations  issued  during  September  in  Venezuela  require  that  lard 
imports  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  origin,  according  to  Consv.l 
•George  T.  Summer 1  in  it  Caracas.   The  regulations  specify  that  such  certificates 
must  conform: with  the  pure  food  laws  of  the  country  of  origin  and  must  state 
clearly  that ■ the  lard  is  made  from  hogs  which  have  been  certified  as  healthy 
both  before  and  after  slaughter.   The  new  order  is  regarded  a  much  needed 
protection  for  the  firms  handling  high  quality  lard  in  the  Venezuela  market. 
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Indices  of  foreign 


supplies  and  demand 


Unit 


lOOD's 

1000 
pounds 


1000* s 


Country  and  item 

mfiTZD  TfifcTDa!:" ~ 

Production  - 
Pat  pigs,  cer- 
tain markets 
Supplies, 

domestic  fresh. 

pork, London 
Imports  - 
Bacon  - 

Denmark  .  .  . 

Irish  P. State 

Unite!  States 

Canada  .... 

Others  .  .  .  . 
Total  .  .  ., 
Ham,  total  .  . 
Lard,  total.  . 

Shcports  - 

Bacon   

OJA.  ABA: 
Slaughter  - 
Hogs, inspected 
GESKAHY: 
Production  - 
Hog  receipts 

14  cities  .  . 
Hog  slaughter 
56  centers  . . . 
Imports  - 
Bacon,  total 
Lard,  total 
UIII TUP  STATES: 
Slaughter  - 

Hogs, inspected 
Exports  - 
Bacon  - 
United  Kingdom 
Germany  .  .  . 
Cuba  ..... 
Total  .  .  . 
Hams, shoulders 
United  Kingdom 
Total  .  .  . 
Lard  - 
United  Kingdom 
Germany  .  .  . 
Cuba  ..... 
Netherlands 
Total  .  .  _._ 
a/  Four-year  average  onl; 
available. 


1000 
rounds 


1000fs 

1000 
pounds 

It 
II 

It 

tl 
It 

ft 
!l 
tl 

tt 
It 


Oct. 


Sept. 


1209-10  : 

1924-25  : 

to 

1913-14: 

to  1923-29: 

1927-28 

< 

iverage  : 

average  . 

523 

604< 

644 

:    54,639 

79,926 

h/±  o ,  iJo  0 ' 

502,405 

609,792 

54,347 

58,663 

184,037 

104,767 

64,558 

42,948 

76,357 

39,771 

43,800 

164,341 

224,790 

517,035, 

902,218 

997,179 

96,675 

127,520 

.107,282 

210,237 

267,076 

,277,756 

;•   500,948 

:600,998 

■  1,687 

2,563 

:   2,537 

;      3,215 

:   4,180 

?J 

4,430 

:     4,009 

:   5,133 

sJ 

2.728 

:     15,898 

:   8,289 

?y 

198,843 

217,286 

:191,713 

31,644 

:    46,066 

;  47,370 

130,73  7 

:    64, 747 

.  43,007 

1,497 

;     11,278 

:   8,740 

8,138 

20,386 

:  .18,664 

181,314 

:    140, 742 

i 119, 615 

140,322 

;    140,761 

;  10.5, 949 

163,966 

:   ,  167,766 

•128,156 

169,138 

225 , 342 

: 231, 084 

157,720 

:    192,304 

; 164, 022 

38,428 

:     80,361 

:  82,079 

36,408 

I    40,429 

!  33,060 

468,416 

:    722,124 

:  708,593 

1928-29 


680 


74,744 


552, 
61, 

66. 


229, 
933, 
110, 
277, 


272 
670 
135 
234 
782 
093 
257 
683 


546,531 
2,361 

3,465 
4,563 


10,982 
201,015 


48,957 


47,484 

8,040 

15,720 

123,357 

95,936 
120,531 

234,767 

201,672 

82,220 

43,579 

809,045 


1929-30 


581 


51,109 


621, 

43, 

60, 

15, 
007 

967, 
116, 
275, 


112 
702 
383 
136 
102 
435 
558 
847 


617,641 
2,091 

3,379 

4,300 

16,904 
203,177 

45,542 


48,191 

6,120 

16,131 

109,171 

100,725 
125,128 

238,052 

163,738 

75,532 

43,174 

747-,  432 


193  0-31 


64$ 


72, 656 


814,469. 

31,556 

24,947 

5,156 

543,175 

1,218,528 

91,334 

305,755 


809,  78E 


3,645 


26,521 
161,95  7 


43,55  9 


20,537 

1,199 

9,718 

41,190 

73,605 
89,542 

260,555 

104, 904 

44,293 

25,402 

555,401 


figures  for  July, August  and  September, 1914  not 
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Hogs  and  Pork  Products:  Foreign  and  domestic  average  prices  per  100 
pounds  for  tlie  month  indicated,  and  stocks  at  the 

end.   of  each  month 


Item 


Prices  - 
Hogs,  Chicago, 

"basis  packers'  and 
shippers'  quotations  .  . 
Corn,  Chicago j 

Ho.  3  Yellow  ...... 

Hogs,  heavy, 

Berlin,  live  weight  .  . 
Potatoes,  Breslau  feeding 
Barley,  Leipzig  .  .  .  .  . 

Lard  - 

Chicago  .....    .  . 

Liverpool  ..... 

Hamburg  ......... 

Cured  pork  - 
Liverpool  - 

American  short  cut 

green  haras 

American  green  "bellies 
Danish  'Jilt shire  sides 
Canadian  green  sides 


Stocks  - 
Liverpool  - 

Haas,  Lac  on  and  shoulders 

Lard,  refined  ..... 
United  States  - 

Processed  pork  c/.  .  . 

Lard  in  cold  storage  . 


Sept. 

1909-15 13 
average 
Dollars 


14.50 

16.70 
15.69 

17000"'™ 

■oounds 


Sept. 

1925-1929 
average 

Dollars 


3.15    : 

11.36 

1  o  (~iO 

1.67 

12.37 

17.42 

.33 

.46 

1.75    i 

2.16 

11.24 

.      15.95 

12.50 

15.59 

31.14 

16.33 

26.03 

23.17 

26.08 

a/24.70 

"T,oocf 

pounds 


4,970 
9,566 

541,216 
115,188 


Sept. 

1930 
Dollars 


9.76 

1.68 

13.08 

2.00 

14.25 
15.17 
13.88 


21.12 
20.10 
19.44 
19.56 

T,ooo  ™ 

■pounds 


3,394 
952 


447,427 
59,732 


Aug.        : 

Sept. 

1931 
Dollars    ; 

1931 
Dollars 

- 

5.98    : 

5.41 

.82    ; 

.75 

11.63 

11.26 

.29 

o  n 

1.68 

1.63 

8.32 

9.00 

8.80 

9 .  24 

10.01 

10.10 

18.47 

:        18.03 

13.25 

;        12.29 

16.62 

:        14.51 

HJ 

:            L/ 

1,000 

!    1,000 

P  ound  s 

:   pounds 

3,426 

:        1,545 

5,761 

:        3,633 

595,063 

:    474,63  6 

96,047 

:      69,637 

ay7"  Three-year  average  onk  . 

~bj   Ho  quotation. 

oj   Dry  salt  cured  and  in  process  of  cure;  pickled,  cia-cd,  and  in  process  of 

cure,  and  frozen. 


HOG-FEED  RATIOS  AND  HOG  SLAUGHTER 

UNITED  STATES,  GERMANY,  AND  DENMARK 


UNITED  STAVES:  HOG-CORN  RATIOS  AND  HOG  SLAUGHTER 


RATIOS 

PER  CENT  OF 
AVERAGE 

160 

120 
100 

80 

60 

40 

20 

NUMBER 


GERMANY:  HOG-FEED  RATIOS  AND  HOG  SLAUGHTER 

•  1"            '                ' 

*  %\  »*  ^Hog-feeding  potatoes  ratio 
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RATIOS 

PER  CENT  OF 
AVERAGE 


DENMARK:  HOG-FEED  RATIOS  AND  HOG  SLAUGHTER 


NUMBER  OF 

MILK  COWS 

AND  HEIFERS 

MILLIONS 

1.5 


JSPECTED  SLAUGHTER    (12-MONTH  M'OVING AVERAGE) 

iaa^uwLxWni      ,J 

1924         1925        1926         1927         1928         1929         1930         1931  1932 


US  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC  2  2  S  9  J  BUREAU  OF  AOMCULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


UNivtKbllY  OF  FLORIDA 


3  1262  08865  0758 


